
I. The Weight of a Broken World 

• Recent tragedies: assassinations, church attacks, school shootings. 

• Honest question: “Why does this keep happening?” 

• Habakkuk’s cry echoes ours: “How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not 

listen?” (Habakkuk 1:2–3) 

II. “Understanding Will Not Give You Peace” 

• Even if God explained everything, our hearts would still ache. 

• We seek not perfect understanding, but perfect trust. 

• Psalm 37 reminds us: “Do not fret because of those who are evil... for they will soon 

wither like grass.” 

• God’s justice is sure, even if it seems delayed. 

III. Waiting for God’s Justice 

• Habakkuk 2:3 — “Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come.” 

• God will confront evil; our task is to trust His timing. 

• Romans 12:17–21 — “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

• Christians are called to patience, not vengeance — trusting God’s wrath and God’s 

mercy. 

IV. What It Means to “Heap Burning Coals” 

• Ancient repentance ritual: coals symbolized remorse and atonement. 

• Our kindness aims not to shame, but to lead to repentance. 

• We overcome evil by loving those caught in it.  Love seeks transformation, not triumph. 

V. The Way of Christ 

• Martin Luther King Jr.: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.” 

• God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel 33:11). 

• Even in justice, God desires repentance and restoration. 

• Romans 5:6–8 — “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

• God’s answer to evil was not destruction, but a cross. 

VI. Our Response 

• We cannot save the world — but we can trust the One who can. 

• Cling to Christ, share His love, and bring light into the darkness. 

• Psalm 37:3–4 — “Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe 

pasture.” 

Reflection Questions 



1. Personal Reflection: 

o When you hear about evil or tragedy in the news, what emotions arise first — 

fear, anger, despair, or compassion? 

o How might “understanding will not give you peace” speak to your need for trust 

rather than answers? 

2. Biblical Reflection: 

o Read Habakkuk 1:1-4 and 2:1-4. What does Habakkuk teach us about faith in 

confusing times? 

o Read Psalm 37:1-9. What does God encourage us to do in the face of evil? 

3. Spiritual Growth: 

o Read Romans 12:17-21. What does it mean to “overcome evil with good” in your 

own daily life — at home, school, work, or online? 

o How can you embody Christ’s love toward someone who has hurt you or done 

wrong? 

4. Communal Reflection: 

o How can the Church respond to evil in ways that reflect God’s justice and mercy? 

o How can your faith community bring light and healing to a hurting world? 

5. Gospel Reflection: 

o What does the cross teach us about how God deals with evil? 

o How does Jesus’ sacrifice give you hope in a violent and uncertain world? 

 


